
Lesson 1:
Curious about Creativity 



By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:

• Understand the importance of creativity.

• Explain what creativity is.

• Outline the differences between the brain hemispheres.

• List the actions of a creative person.



Importance of Creativity

New ideas and developments for everyday 
products.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Pass out folder) In this session, we’re talking about idea generation. I’ll be teaching you one strategy that you can use to help generate ideas for your design work.  We’ll practice the strategy today on design problems I’ll give you, but this strategy will work for your future design work. 



Importance of Creativity

Economic benefits
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Importance of Creativity

Ability to adapt to new challenges and 
changing circumstances. 

This includes, for example:
• Carpenters
• Business people
• Doctors

Our society needs creative thinkers.

• Engineers
• Bankers
• Nurses

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Pass out folder) In this session, we’re talking about idea generation. I’ll be teaching you one strategy that you can use to help generate ideas for your design work.  We’ll practice the strategy today on design problems I’ll give you, but this strategy will work for your future design work. 





What the picture means…
1. New lightbulbs, energy efficient. 

(compact florescent) 

2. Being thought by older lightbulb, 
not energy efficient (incandescent).

3. Picture of an oil lamp on wall, 
remembering past.

4. Each generation teaches the next, 
and each generation makes 
advancements.



The Importance of Creative Thinkers

10-20 years from now, you will 
be an adult, responsible for 
making decisions that will 
shape how we live. 

You are the future. 



The Importance of Creativity in 
Education

“Education is meant to take us 
into a future we cannot 

grasp.” 

- Sir Ken Robinson

long version

short version

Watch the video by Sir Ken Robinson

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Ye368aQVk&feature=related


What is Creativity?

What do the following words mean?

1. Creative
2. Creativity

1.  Creative: Relating to or involving the use of the 
imagination or new ideas to create something.

2. Creativity: of novel and useful outcomes
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Creativity – The Dream Situation
1.Creative Person 2. Using a Creative Process

3. In a Creative Environment

4. Result: A Creative Product

This situation cannot start without creative people





The two Brain Hemispheres

Left Hemisphere
• Use this side most  often
• Controls the right side of the body
• Verbal and analytic

Right Hemisphere
• Use this side less often.
• Controls the left side of the body
• Visual and big picture

To become more creative, we need to use the right hemisphere 
more often



Right Hemisphere         Left Hemisphere

• Artistic 
• Visual
• Creativity
• Imagination
• Insight
• Musical awareness
• Intuition

• Analytical
• Logical
• Reasoning
• Words
• Numbers
• Science 
• Maths

The differences between the Brain 
Hemispheres



Divergent Thinking 

• The ability to come up with 
many possible solutions to a 
problem.

• How can this be useful for us?



Lateral Thinking 

• The ability to come up with 
many DIFFERENT and DIVERSE
possible solutions to a 
problem.

• How can this be useful for us?



How often are you creative?

Answer: EVERYDAY
Lets see how



Activity 1: A day in the life

• From start to finish, make note of your parent/guardians 
typical daily routine. Just a few points about each part 
(3mins)

• Highlight a moment that they encountered a problem or 
issue during their morning/afternoon/evening/night 
activities

• Use your imagination to solve this issue for this person.
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Activity 1 : Discuss

• Were you able to identify a problem or issue for this 
person?

• Were you able to solve this issue/problem for this 
person.



Activity 1 : Analysis
What did you learn?

– Ability to look at someone's day.
– Break it down and look for problems they encountered 

a problem.

– Think of potential ways to improve these problems.

– This is an example of everyday creative problem solving 
- Finding ways to make things better.



NATURE
Creative Ability:

NURTURE?  
OR

Is it possible to improve your Creative Ability?



•Creativity training can develop our mind.

•When you are creative; the whole brain lights up! 

•Creativity emerges from a complex network of neurons firing 

throughout the brain.

•Creative thinking is a natural capacity of all human beings.

•You can continually develop your creative ability.

Creativity in Education



• Complete the Activity 2 worksheet

Recap Activity
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